BEFORE THE SOUTH CAROLINA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

In the Matter of the Revocation }
} ORDER OF
or Suspensicn of the Educatar 1
] SUMMARY SUSPENSION
Certificate of Mike A. Richardson, 1
]
Certificate 224531 ]

SUMMARY OF THE CASE

The South Carolina State Board of Education (State Board) considered this
matter on November 14, 2007, In accordance with 5.C. Code Ann. § 1-23-370(c)
{2005], the Skate Deoartment of Education (Department) requested that the State
EBodard summarily suspend the educator certificatae of Mike A, Richardson, cerlificale
224531, as a result of his arrest on September 5, 2007, in Marion, South Caroling.,
Mr. Richardson was chargad with one count of Simple Assault and Batlery as a
result of allegations that he assaulted a male student by grabbing him by ths arm
and neck an August 24, 2007, The incident occurred at Jochnakin Middle School in
Marlan, South Caroling, The Department has reasor ta believe that, due to tho
sericus nalure of the allegaticns of misconduct against him, Mr. Richardson poses a
threat ko the public health, safety, or welfare of students. After considering the
evidence presented by the Department, the State Board woted to summarily
suspand Mr, Richardsan's certificate until a due process hearing is held andfor this
matter is otherwise resolved, The Department is directed to se-wve notice on Mr.
Richardson of the summary suspension, as well as the passible suspension or

revocation of his educator certificate,

FINDINGS OF FACT

Mr. Richardsan holds a profossional cducator cortificate and has bwo years of
teaching experience. Mr. Richardson was amployed by Lhe Marion County Schoaol
District One (District) 22 a special education teacher at Johnakin Middle Schoel in



Richa~dson, Mike &,
Movarmbear 4, 2007
Page 2

Maricn, South Caroling. On August 24, 2007, it is alleged that Mr. Richardson was
involved in an incident al Lhe school with 8 male student in which he crabbed the
student by the arm and neck. The Superintendent placed Mr. Richaordson an
administrative leave on August 24, 2007, while the Districl conducled an
imvestigation into this matter. On Aogust 31, 2007, Mr. Richardson wvoluntarily
resigned  from his employment with the District, On September 5, 2007, Mr.
Richardson was arrested and charged with ong counl of Simple Assault and Batkery,
Mr. Richardson's arrest was bascd on allegations thal he assaulted a male student
at Johnakin Middle Schoal by grabbing him by the arm and neck. These allegations
dare based upon an inwvestigaton conducled by the City of Marion Palice Departraent.
As 3 rosult of these allegations and subsequent arrest, the State Board finds Mr,
Richardsor poses o threat to the pablic health, safety and welfare of students and
that emergency 2ction is requirsed.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

"The South Carolina Board of Education rmay, for just causc, citaer revoke or
suspend the certificate of any person.” 5.C. Code Ann. § 59-25-150 (2004}, Jusl
rause includes anprofessional conduct, immerality, crme aganst tie law ot this
Stzta or Lhe Un'ted States, ary conduct invalving rmoral turpitude and evident
unfitnass for position for which employed. S.C. Code Ann. § 59-25-160 (2004); 24
5.C. Code ann. Regs. 43-53 {Supp. 2008). In accordance with 5.0, Cods Ann. § 1-
23-370{c) [2005), “If thc agency fnds that public health, safety or welfarc
imperatively requires emergency action, and incorporates a finding to that affect in
it= order, summary suspension of a license may be ardered pending proccadings Tor
revocation or other action,” The State Baard finds that emergency action is reguired
&5 theres is roarnn o bellave that Mr, Richardson poses a chreat te the pubilic health,
safety and welfare of sludents. Accordingly, the State Board summarily suspends
Mr. Richardson's educator certificate until 2 due process hearing is held and/or this

matter 15 otherwise resolved.
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